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Artrestations &c. continued. 


No.XIII. From theRev Mr Ha r,Paftor of theChurch 
im Sutton, in the County of Worcelter. 


AVING been defired by fome of my Brethren, to 
write, provided I was net like to be perfonally pre- 
fent at the Commencement , to fignify my Sehtuments 

ot the Work of a religious Nature, that has been carried on 
many Parts of this Land tur fome Years patt , 

I am free, it thouki be known, that / do greatly royce in 
the blejfed Work that bas been in the Land, and have been to the 
wtmolt of my Power labouring to promote it in thefe Parts. 

And as to the Effence of it 5 if | underftand the Dodtrines of 
the Gofpel according to Truth, and that old jol:d Ca/vimi/tual 
Divinity, which was /o dear to our Forefathers , and if the 
Writings of Methrs. Shepard, Willard,Stoddard, and number- 
lefs other Divines of that Stamp and Principle, are to be re 
am as the Writings of Men that rightly underftood the 

ay of Salvation ; I muft conclude that the Wore isthe jane, 
as to the e/fential Parts of it, which in ther Days, as well as 
from the Beginning , had been by the Servants of the mott high 
Gon, rejoyced in, as the only Way ta Heaven, which the Go/pel 
teacheth. 

Some Irregularities (‘tis true) have fometimes attended the 
Subyec?s of this Work ; and /eme Imprudences may alfo have 
femetimes attended the Promoters of > But what 1: Man that 
be jrould be perfe? ? 

There may be alfo feme high Pretenders to the Work of 
Converpen im this remarkable Day, that may quran out Counter 
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feits ; and fuch Tares have been among the heat hitherto, 
and will be to theEnd : fo that neither is this to be wondered 
at. 

Moreover I have net been without Fears, left fome at this 
Day run into Antinomian and familiftical Errors ; and that 
others would fall into enthujiafiick Phrenfies, Evils by allMeans 
to be watched and guarded againft: And who in this Life is 
oytof Danger ? Dangers of this Kind are proportionab! 
greater according to the Height of Men’s Zeal,and the Small- 
nefs of their Knowledge and Experiences ; and if where there 
is a vaf? Number of young and zealous Converts in a Place, and 
very few of long Experience to fteady them, fome for a Time 
appear in fome Refpects very weak and unfleady ; “tis not to 
be wondered at : being fed with the fincere Milk of the Word, 
*tis hopeful, they will grow thereby. 

But I conceive that in genera: the Subjeéts of this Work, are 
groundle/ly charged with fuch Errors and Evsls at this Day: 
and indeed I marvel not at it. For as there are very jad 
Tin€tures of Arminianif/m in many ; fo with the subjects of that 
Error, the purE Doctrines of FREE GRACE and 
JustTiIFICATIon by FAITH ALONE, are often charged 
upon, as Axtinomian Errors. And with the dead Formali/t, 
THAT SACRED ZEAL, which is enkindled in the Breaft of 
true Believers, from the fanétitying Spirit, forming their 
Hearts to Love, and drawing forth the Powers of their Souls 
in a fervent lively Manner, to purfue the great Duties re- 
quired of us by Gop in his Word ; why all this is by /uch 
termed Enthufia/m. 

And no wonder therefore there are fo many Enemies to the 
bleffed Work of Gon in the Land ; feeing it is to be feared 
there are fo many, who would have all to be counted Enthu/i- 
afts, Antinomians, &c. that are under any powerful Con/traints 
from the Views of aivine sovereignty and Grace. 

But let fuch Men think what they will of their flighting 
the precious Showers of divine Grace ; yet I am of the Opi- 
nion of Mr. Edwards of Northampton, that the GREAT JE- 
HOVAH ofa Truth has been in New- England. 

And although I hope many of thofe who are fighting againft 
this Work, doing it ignorantly, will find.Mercy ; yet for one 
that has feen and known fo much of thePower &§ Grace of Gov, 
in breakin down the ftubburnHearts of /o many Scores of Sin- 
ners, that were wickedLivers,turning them from their ungodly 
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Courfes to the Ways of Virtue ; who are became Some of the 
moft lively Chriftians, and as far as I can learn and | judge, walk~ 
ing in Godlinefs and Honefty ; as aifo the won derful Change 
I have obferved, even upon iuch as were moral Men before, 

and high Profeffors, who have been convinced of their bein : 
very Hypocrites, building upon a falieFoundation, who declare Fe 
with Wonder and Traniport, what Gop has done for their a 
Souls, and think none fo beho Iden 2s they, to divine /overeign bf 
Grace. Upon the whole, if after all that 1 have jeen and 
known, of the Wonders of Gon’s Power and Grace, I fhould 
join in with fuch, as render the/e Doings of the Lorn to be 
the Work of the Theil, Ihave thought in me it would be the 
Sin againfi THE HOLY GuHosT. 

I ftand ready to join in bearing any proper Teftimony againtt 
the Ingratitude of the Men of this Beseistion And for my ' 
own Part think, / can never praife GOD enox eb, for the Work i 
he hath wrought amorg us ; and doubt not but he will carry it * 
on to greater Perfection. 

From your unworthy Brother, 

Sutton ‘June 30, 1743- David Hail. 
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No. XIV. From the Rev. Mr. Brapstreet, Paftor 
of a Church in Glocefter, in the County of Effex. 


W HEN I firft faw in the Tue/dey’s Paper of May the 31ft 

the Propofal and De/ire of a N umber of Miniffers both 
in Town and Country, that uch of their Brethren as are perfua- 
ded that there has of late been a happy Revival of Relizion, 
thro’ an extraordinary divinelnfiuence in many Parts of this Land, 
&c.---- Might have an INTERVIEW at Bo/fon the Day after 
the approaching Commencement ; immediately I thought within 
my felf I would be prefent then ; but theCircumftances of my 
Family are fuch as by no Means will admit of it. 

Therefore this comes to inform you ; that J am fully per- i 
{waded that of late (Glory be to Go D) there has been a happy | i 
Refor mation, and glorisus Revival of Religion im a wonderful ip 
Manner, in many Places in NEwW-ENGLAND ; tho’ in fome i 
Places attended with fome Irregularities & Diforders thro’ the i. 
permitted Agency of Satan ; and no Wonder at all that this i 
grand Arch- Enemy fhould ufe all hisDevices at fuch a Day, to it 
blemifh fo glorious a Work, which fo fatally fhakes his King- feat 
dom. 
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Tam furé in my little Parifh there is of late a very confidera- 
ble Reformation andRevival of Religion. (LetGop have all 
theGlory :) Tho’ I had Jabour’d hard for it,yet I could never 
perfwade young Per/ons, to form themfelves into a Society, for 
the fpending together the Sabbath Evening in religious Exer- 
cifes, until about fifteen Months paf?: And now we have twa 
Societies of young Perfons who meet together twice in theVeck 
to read, fing, and pray ; to each of which J preach once a 

uarter. And fome of them which were too much addicted 
to the youthful Sins of Quarelling, Swearirg Drinking. &c. 
feem to be wonderfully reformed, and are hungering and thir/t- 
ing after theRighteoufne/s of CHR1sT ; and there isa very plea- 
fantChange wro’t in them. And the Aged many of them (tho’ 
fome are {tumbled at the prefent Day) among us feem to be 
anointed afrefo: And there is a happy Revival of Religion, 
OurLeétures which have been once aWeek, for more than fifteen 
Months paft, are fuller and better attended, than when we had 
(as formerly) a Le@ture once in fix Weeks. We have had 
many, (mo/tly young Perfons) under great Concer and deep 
Conviétions, many crying out in Time of divineService under 
a Senfe of their Sins, What they fhould do, and the mf} of them 
have had their Conviions ending in the Joy of the Lorn, and 
Comfort of the H ty Guost. 

In my very {mall Parifh (confifting of about eighty Families) 
we have had in about twelve Months paft (when we had beiore 
more Communicants than Families) about forty added tc the 
Church 5 and all excepting ene, by the Grace of Ged (blet.ed 
be his Name) “ive to bear good Fruit. 

Thanks be to God, we have no Divifions, nor Seperations 
among us ; we are without Dreams, Fifions andTrances, (tho’ 
there has been fome in the Neighbourhood) zor are we treu- 
bled with Exhorters. The Pezple feem to exprefs a greater 
Love for their Minifer, and a greater Defire than ever to hear 
the Vord ; and I hope their unworthy AdZinifer has a greater 
Regard than ever for their Souls. 

So that Jam far from joining with thofe, who fay the pre- 
fent Day in general isa dark Day to our Churches, and looks 
with a melancholly Afpe€t. (Tho' to be fure, for the Divi- 

fins of Reuben there ought to be great Searchings of Heart ; 
and my Soul mourns in fecret for the Divi/ions of the Houfe 
of Levi, and theSeperation there is from fome of ourChurches) 
And I freely confefs that I verily believe, that there has been 
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of late and now is, a bleffed Work of Gono going on in many 
Parts of this Land, and divine Influence the Spring of it. And 
it is furprifing to me that any, becaufe of fome Diforders, 
fhould attribute the whole of the glorious Scene to the Delu- 
fions of the Devil ; for I am full in thcOpinion that in general 
the prefent Day is a glorious Day of Gov’s Grace to New- 
ENGLAND. Should be exceeding glad, if at your Jnterview 
(and to this End my Heart’s Defire and Prayer to Almighty 
Gob is that much of the divine Prefence may be with you) 
[ome Me:bod may be taken (as is one propofed End of your 
Meeting) to guard People againft fuch Delufiens & Miftakes, 
as at fuch a Seafon they are in Danger of falling into, and that 
this bleffid Work may continue &F flourt(h among us.--- I afk your 
Prayers for me, and my Flock : and am your Servant and 
Brother in the Faith and Fellowfhip of the Gofpel, 
Benjamin Bradftreet. 
Glocefter Annifquam Parith June 30. 1743- 


No. XV. From the Rev. Mr. Wares, Paftor of the 
Church in Raynham, in the County of Briftol. 


Having lately been inform’d by the public Prints, that it 

is the Defire of a Number of Aini/fers in Bofton, and elfe 
where ; that thofe of their Brethren in the Miniftry, whe are 
convinced, that the prefent Operation upon the Minds ana Confci- 
ences of People in this Land, is THe Worx ef Gop ; would 
meet in Boffon the Day after Commencement ; to confult and 
advife what may be proper to be done for the promoting this 
good Work, and alfo to prevent thofe Imprudencies that in 
fome Places have been faid to attend it; my Circumftances 
will not admit of my coming down, I therefore thought I 
would write a Line to let you know, that J moff firmly believe 
the prefent Operation to be THE WorK of the bleffed Gon 5 
and I, and many of myCharge, fhall I hope, for ever blefs and 
praife the great GOD for the great Di/play of his /pecial Grace 
be has lately made in this Place, in bringing of manySculs favingly 
. clofe with CHRIST, and embrace him according to the Ga/pel 

er. 

a. to the Jmprudencies and Irregularities that have been fata 
to attend this blefled Work, / cam fay nothing about them ; for 
J have feen (blefled be Gon for it) few if any of them. I 
fhould greatly rejoyce, to have any Thing done, that might 
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have a Tendency to promote this Work of the bleffed Gop 
in this Land, and thro’ the World : and fhould be willing 
to have myName annexed to any Thing that may be publifh’d 
for the promoting and encouraging this Work of Gop. In 
the general, I am full in my Thot’s with Mr. Edwards in his 
Difcourfe, upon the prefent Revival of Religion, in five Parts ; 
and am willing to have my Name fet to what may be publifh’d 
confiftent with that. 

It is my Purpofe to give in my Teffimony to this great and 
geod Vork,and an Account of theRife & Progre/s of it amongus, 
in a fhort Time ; and therefore fhall not now enlarge. Pray- 
ing that the GREAT SHEPHERD may lead his faithful Am- 
baffadors into fuch Methods and Meafures, (on the Day of 
their Convention) whereby his Glory may be advanced, and 
the Kingdom of ovr Lorp andSaviour JesusCuRIsT, 
be made to flourifh every where, by Souls being brought into 
it: Intreating an Intereft in your Prayers to Gop for me and 
my Charge ; I fubfcribe my felf your moft unworthy Servant 
in the Labours of the Gofpel of the BLESSED JESUS. 

Raynham, Fuly 4th. 1543. John Wales. 


No. XVI. From the Rev. Mr. Hovey, Paftor of the 
2d Church in Rochetter, in the County of Plimouth. 


N Compliance with the Defire of fome of the Rev. Adini/- 
ters at Bofton, viz. That the Min:flers of this Land who 
could not be prefent at an appointed Jnterview the Day after 
Commencement ,and yet were fully fatisfied in their own Minds, 
that there has of late been an extraordinary Work of GOD’s 
Spirit upon the Hearts of People in this Land, or a fpecial 
Revival of Religion in many Places among us, would communi- 
cate their Thoughts in Writing: Thefe are to inform, that 
I the Subfcriber being fully per/waded that there has been fuch 
a Work, fuch a gloricus Out-pouring of the HOLY SPIRIT 
upon our Land of late; think myfelf obliged in Gratitude, and 
bound in Duty to the GLoRious Au'rHor of /aid Work, to 
join with you in giving Glory and Praije unto Him for the fame 
according to my Capacity. At the fame Time am ready to 
join with you alfo in bearing proper Te/fsmony againtt thofe 
Errors in Doétrine, and Diforders in Praétice that any may 
have been guilty of, or fallen into fince thts bleffed Revival. 
In a Word, I having feen and carefully perufed a ~~ 
on 











- 


y-_~ 


er ee ee. | 

















Atteftations. 191 


figned by the Rev. Minifters of the Eaffern Ajfociation of the 
County of York (which I fuppofe you have in your Hands) + 
can readily unite with them in each Article: Altho’ J at firit 
hefitated a little when I came to that Article of ordaining Afi- 
nifters at large, yet when I had pondered upon it and beard 
their Explanation of it, 1 think I can comply with it in the 
Senfe they intend it: So that I need not be more particular 
in declaring my Sentiments. But earneftly defiring an Inte- 
reft in your Prayers for me and my Flock, I remain yours in 
the Fellowfhip of the Gofpel, 


Biddeford, ‘June 26. 1743- | dvary Hovey. 
{ See Page 175. 
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An APPENDIX 


Containing ArrestaTions which have come to the 


Commitee from feveral Paftors fince the Bredkiag up 
of rHe AssEMBLY. 


No.l. From the Rev. Mr.Arpreton, Pafter of the firf 
Church in Cambridge, in the County of Middletex. 


Cambridge, Fu/y 18. 1742. 
Reverend Gentlemen, il ‘= 
WY HEREAS I was not prefent at the AJembly of Minijers 
in Bofton the Day after Commencement, 1 do now agrea- 

ble to the Defire and Propofal in the publick Prints fend in the 
following ATTESTATION, Containing my Thoughts con- 
cerning the late, and prefent Times, relating to Religion, viz. 
From what I have heard, and from what I have teen, and 
obferved in feveral Towns ; but more efpecially in my cwm 
Flock, 1 can teftify that there has been in tome of the Years 
paft, a religious Concern among People of all Ages, but more 
efpecially of the younger Sort, that has been extraordinary. And 
{ am perfwaded that the Sp1rit of Gop has been ftirring up 
Conviétions in Multitudes, beyond what has been common. 
And there is Reafon to hope that greater Numbers than ufual, 
have had gracious faving Impreffions made upon their Souls ; 
which is to be acknowledged to the Glory of Gop’s rich and 
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free Grace. Arid I am perfwaded from my Acquaintance 
with Minifters, that this is the Judgment and Opinion of @ 
great Number of them whofe Names will not be found in this 
publick Teftimony. 

But then what I look upon as Matter of Lamentation at 
this Day is, that thofe Conviétions as to great Numbers in 
thefe Parts of the Land have dyed away without leaving any 
good Effeé&t upon them. And that through the Weakne/s of 
Men, and the Subttity of Satan, many Errors, Delufions and 
Diforders have crept into fume Places, and much of the reli- 
gious Concern is degenerating into Contrever/y. 

But I pray God that the Tc/timenics and the Coun/els, that 
are or have been given by the .Viniffers of Crist, may be 
biefled for the fupprefling every Thing of a threatning Afpect 
upon thefe Churches: And that we may all be directed to, 
and united in, thofe Meafures whichGop will own, and biefs 
for the further promoting and advancing the Intereft and 
Kingdom of Jesus Curis among us, even that Kingdom 
her which is Righteoujne/s and Peace and ‘Joy in the Holy 

ry 


Nathanicl Appleten. 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Parken, Paftor of the fir 
Church in Plimpton, in the County ef Plimouth. 


Plimpton, July 4. 1743 


Was defirous if Providence had given Leave to have been 

at the CONVENTION thts Wek: but my Circumftances 
are fuch that I muft be excufed. 1 wou’d therefore by a Line 
fignity my Thoughts of #52 /4 er# which has of late fo remarke- 
ably appeared among us: And as I have had Opportunity 
of feeing and conmver/ing with many that have been the Sudjedts 
of this Work, and ot ob/ ferving their boly, blamele/s and circum- 
pee? Walk ond Conver /aticn ; 1am fully convinced that it’s 
no other than a glorious Work of Gov ; and a Day of bis great 
Power and Grece ; and that all are obli to own and ac 
knowledge it to the Praite and Glory of Free Grace. 


(To be continued. ) 











